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Scholarly	Framework	of	the	5-Year	Cromlech	Media	Project:	This	report	is	meant	to	bring	together	
several	other	published	papers	and	articles	that	form	a	pending	dissertation	entitled,	 ‘Developing	
applied	 strategies	 that	 improve	upon	 the	established	pedagogy	 in	 various	 learning	disabilities	 for	
literature,	film	and		media	students’.			
	
The	 5-Year	 Cromlech	Media	 Project	 grew	out	 of	my	 part-time	 employment	 for	 the	University	 of	
South	Wales	(2009-2010)	as	a	university-trained	Dyslexia	&	Disability	Learning	Skills	Tutor,	assigned	
to	 the	purpose-built	Cardiff	 School	of	Creative	&	Cultural	 Industries.	 	My	 interaction	with	 the	30	
students	described	in	the	report’s	case	studies	began	in	2003	when	I	held	the	dual	roles	of	being	
their	undergraduate	Lecturer	(in	literature,	film	and	media	classes)	and	their	Senior	Resident	Tutor	
in	the	university	Hall	of	Residence.		
	
When	 I	 left	 lecturing	 at	 the	 Creative	 Skillset	Wales	 Screen	 Academy	 in	 2009,	 these	 30	 students	
approached	me	for	private	tutoring	on	MA	courses,	and	some	later	went	on	to	do	doctoral	studies,	
as	well.		This	gave	me	the	rare	perspective	of	observing	their	individual	learning	trajectories	over	5-
10	 years.	 	 This	 unrelated	 cohort	 of	 university	 students	 shared	 a	 mix	 of	 obstacles	 to	 learning,	
including	physical	disabilities,	 learning	disabilities,	Second	Language	Acquisition	 (ESOL),	behaviour	
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and	 socialization	 problems,	 and	 histories	 of	 economic	 deprivation.	 	 Some	 of	 the	 students	 held	
multiple	 passports	 and	 considered	 themselves	 ‘migrants’	 or	 children	of	 ‘migrants’	 for	 political	 or	
economic	reasons.		The	students’	educational	background	reflected	the	impact	on	their	learning	of	
three	 different	 but	 related	 educational	 initiatives,	 distributed	 across	 three	 countries:	 USA	
Workforce	 Initiative	 (5	 students);	 UK	 Creative	 Skillset	 (20	 students);	 EU	 Lifelong	 Learning	
Programme,	including	sub-programmes	Comenius,	Erasmus,	Grundtvig,	Jean	Monnet	and	Leonardo	
da	Vinci	(5	students).	
	
At	the	same	time	that	my	students	graduated	and	transitioned	to	MA	and	PhD	degree	courses,	a	
new	emphasis	upon	‘employability’	was	issued	in	the	UK	higher	education	accreditation	authorities	
with	 institutions	 being	 required	 to	 show	 how	 their	 courses	 and	 modules	 could	 lead	 to	 student	
employment	 upon	 graduation.	 A	 similar	 development	 in	US	 community	 colleges	 and	 universities	
was	 taking	 place,	 culminating	 in	 recent	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	 Education	 publishing	 of	 income	
expectation	data,	in	relationship	to	the	costs	of	attending	various	institutions.	1			
	
This	 report	 looks	 at	 the	 anecdotal	 evidence	 from	 case	 studies	 of	 students	 from	 an	 international	
range	of	colleges,	who	are	all	targeting	jobs	within	the	global	media	and	entertainment	industry,	or	
related	jobs	in	academia.	I	authored	and	led	a	range	of	alternative	learning	events,	workshops	and	
courses	 that	 were	 designed	 to	 exploit	 and	 leverage	 the	 benefits	 of	 each	 student’s	 affiliation,	
whether	USA	Workforce,	UK	Creative	Skillset,	or	one	of	the	listed	EU	Lifelong	Learning	programmes.	
	
The	case	studies	and	their	analysis	was	published	in	2012	and	the	full-length	description	and	critical	
analysis	 of	 the	 alternative	 learning	 units	 can	 be	 found	 in	 my	 “Postgraduate	 Teaching	 Portfolio”	
published	in	paperback	format	in	February	2015	by	the	University	of	South	Wales	Print	&	Engraving,	
Treforest,	Wales.			
	
Aspects	 of	 each	 initiative	 (USA	 Workforce,	 UK	 Creative	 Skillset,	 EU	 Lifelong	 Learning)	 will	 be	
considered	within	the	context	of	their	impact	upon	the	support	of	student	learning.	The	limits	and	
flexibility	of	each	initiative	to	seed	or	support	the	alternative-learning	units	that	were	executed	will	
be	 found	 in	 the	 narrative	 of	 each	 study.	 Readers	 might	 be	 able	 to	 make	 general	 and	 broad	
comparisons	 from	 these	 stories,	 but	 should	 not	 attempt	 to	 see	 the	 various	 initiatives	 as	 equal	
programs,	 but	 instead	 should	 bear	 in	 mind	 that	 they	 represent	 parallel	 initiatives,	 within	 the	
historical	and	social	and	economic	contexts	of	each	country	mentioned.		
	
Consequently,	 this	 report	builds	on	 those	earlier	analyses	and	attempt	 to	place	 the	entire	5-Year	
project	 within	 a	 scholarly	 framework.	 	 As	 such,	 this	 report	 is	 informative	 on	 two	 counts:	 1)	 It	
provides	a	historical	account	of	the	project	and	2)	It	briefly	situates	the	project	within	the	context	
of	 broader	 literature	 review.	 This	 introduction	 is	 followed	 by	 a	 summary	 with	 several	 general	
conclusions	and	observations,	meant	to	support	future	research.	
	
	

[This	is	an	excerpt	of	full	article	by	Dr.	Mark	Woods.]	
	
	 	

																																																								
1	“Gaps	in	Alumni	Earnings	Stand	Out	in	Release	of	College	Data”,	by	Kevin	Carey,	Sept.	13,	2015,	
New	York	Times	online,	retrieved	from	http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/14/upshot/gaps-in-
alumni-earnings-stand-out-in-release-of-college-data.html		
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